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War and International Security 
University at Buffalo, SUNY 

PSC 326. Spring 2024 
 
 
Bongjoo Peter Kim (bongjook@buffalo.edu) 
Campus Office: 515 Park Hall 
Zoom Office: “PSC326_S24_ZoomClass_MWF1pm-3pm”) 
Meeting ID: 833 632 8097 
Passcode: 20240105 (HINT: 2024JanMay) 
Office Hours: Mon, Wed, Fri 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.  
(Either by Zoom or in-person, and by appointment) 
Office Hours Sign-up: Calendly.com 
https://calendly.com/bjpeterkim/psc326_wis_s24_zoom-office_mwf-1pm-3pm 
 
 
I. Course Description 
 
This course delves into a broad range of concepts and theories vital to understanding international 
security's role in international relations. It is structured into three main sections according to their 
thematic focus: Part 1: Introduction and Theoretical Foundations (Weeks 2-4), Part 2: War and International 
Security (Weeks 5-9), and Part 3: Contemporary Issues and International Security (Weeks 10-15). Initially, the 
course examines fundamental questions such as the nature of concepts and theories, security studies, 
war, and peace within the sphere of international relations.  
 The opening week is dedicated to discussing the significance of studying theories and security 
in international relations, highlighting the application of these frameworks in evaluating scholarly work 
and real-world events. Following this, the course seeks to address key inquiries including the major 
theories of security and their applicability to current global issues.  
 In Part 2, focusing on War and International Security, the course further investigates international 
security theories after addressing the queries posited in Part 1. It tackles various major theories and 
concepts relating to international security, covering subjects like Terrorism (Week 5), Civil Conflicts 
and Non-State Actors (Week 6), Deterrence and Reputation Theory (Week 7), and Democratic Peace 
Theory (Week 8). An ongoing effort to link these theories with the initial concepts of war and peace 
is aimed at deepening the learner's comprehension.  
 Part 3 shifts the focus to Contemporary Issues and International Security, concentrating on how 
current global political developments impact international security. This section encourages the critical 
application of previously learned theories and concepts to contemporary issues. Topics discussed 
include the European Security Architecture and the situation in Ukraine (Week 10), the Grand Strategy 
of the United States and its relations with China (Weeks 11 and 12), North Korea’s nuclear ambitions 
and military balance (Week 13), as well as the intersections of Energy, Environment, and Security 
(Week 14), and the implications of Future Technology on Security (Week 15). By learning how to 
perceive current affairs with more of an academic approach, you will learn to think and assess current 
affairs more critically instead of just understanding the phenomena described by specific authors and 
critics. After completing this course, you are expected to learn how researchers and scholars of 
international security studies assess and analyze current events, and learn to apply your own 
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perspective in the end. Additional articles or related materials (visual aids, news articles, introductory 
textbooks, etc.) can supply the lecture as the semester progresses. 
 
II. Required Materials (* Mainly Selected Chapters) 
 

1. *Cavelty, Myriam Dunn and Thierry Balzacq, eds. 2017. Routledge Handbook of Security Studies 
2nd Edition. London and New York; Routledge.  

2. *Collins, Alan (ed.) 2013. Contemporary Security Studies. 3rd Edition. United Kingdom; Oxford 
University Press.  

3. *Buzan, Barry and Lene Hansen. 2009. The Evolution of International Security Studies. Cambridge; 
Cambridge University Press.  

4. *Webel, Charles and Johan Galtung (ed.) 2007. Handbook of Peace and Conflict Studies. London 
and New York; Routledge.  

5. *Baylis, John, James J. Wirtz, and Colin S. Gray. 2019. Strategy in the Contemporary World. 6th 
Edition. United Kingdom; Oxford University Press. 

 
c.f. *All the readings with * signs are provided on Brightspace (UBlearns).  
e.g. (from W2) *Collins, Alan. "I. Introduction: What is Security Studies?" in Collins, Alan (ed.) 2013. 
Contemporary Security Studies. 3rd Edition. United Kingdom; Oxford University Press. pp. 1-9.  
*If you have a problem locating the material, please let me know as soon as possible.  
 
III. Assignments and Evaluation 
 
Total (100) = Participation (12) + Weekly quizzes (40) +Midterm exam (24) + Final analysis paper 
(24)  
 
1. Participation (12%)  
 
1) Posting on discussion board for weekly group discussion (12%)  (* 3% for each discussion 
question)  

 
Everyone should upload at least four discussion questions (or responses) on the Brightspace 
(UBlearns) throughout the semester, one for each week regarding the given week's readings and 
lectures (*This means you can choose four among 14 topics as you wish and participate). Discussion 
questions you create should be related to the concepts or theories of that week. The questions will be 
shared with the class to think about them together and add responses. Discussion questions should 
not be the same as the other students’ ones. This means you must read others’ questions 
before you come up with your own questions and upload them (E.g., If you ask a discussion 
question about the possibility of applying “Security dilemma in the causal mechanism of civil conflict 
dynamics,” but unfortunately, other students have already uploaded that point before you, you must 
change your question. If not, there will be no credit. Then, how? HINT! You can tweak it).  
 When repeating the points others made before you, there will be no participation 
points (3%) for that discussion question. Another way is to respond to the discussion questions 
on the Brightspace (UBlearns) that week. Also, if the question or the response does not have any 
potential puzzle for group discussion, in most cases when the question is too short or even not a 
question but a simple statement, you will also not get full credit. (*If you have any questions regarding 
the proper format of the questions, please email me.) Here is a good example.  
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e.g.1. Example of DQ) 
Q) Power transition theory is a theory that better explains the rise of China. Therefore, it has a significant 
implication for predicting how the bilateral relationship between the US and China will unfold since 
China is rising to enter the power parity with the US. Under this scenario, the US is the hegemon, and 
China is the challenger. However, suppose you narrow the setting to only Asia Pacific countries. In that 
case, China becomes the hegemon while there are many challengers based on their power relations, 
such as Japan, Australia, India, etc. Thus, can power transition theory also be applied at the regional level 
to understand and predict international relations dynamics? 
 
e.g.2. Example of replying)  
 (Replying to this DQ) First of all, I think this is a great question! I agree that power 
transition (PT) theory can also be applied at the regional level since the theoretical concepts are formed 
interactively between two hegemon and challenger decided relatively based on their hard and soft powers. 
Therefore, any country can take either role based on who they are dealing with as their counterpart. 
However, I am not sure how dissatisfaction can be applied similarly here as in the case of US-China 
relations. First, we can see that China has more influence in the region than the US since China is 
closer to the neighboring states geographically than the US. Therefore, I think the level of 
dissatisfaction in the regional PT of the neighboring countries will be different from that of the global 
PT, making it more challenging to apply them at the regional level directly. Thank you for the 
discussion points!    
 
Lastly, four weeks will be graded among 14 weeks for your participation grade. When you complete 
four weeks among 14 weeks, full participation grades (12% = 3% * 4) can be given. However, I always 
encourage you to participate more actively and post as much as you can for learning purposes. * You 
can upload on the Brightspace (UBlearns) by simply clicking on "Create Thread" on the discussion 
menu on the Brightspace (UBlearns). 
 
2. Weekly reading quizzes (40%) 
 
Every week there will be a quiz to see how much you understood the assigned readings and lecture 
materials. As you can see from the large percentages of the grade on the quizzes, the quizzes will be 
one of the most critical parts of the course while evaluating your overall performance in the class.  

Every quiz for the required readings will mainly evaluate how thoroughly you have read the given 
materials while primarily focusing on the main points, including conceptual and theoretical details. 
The questions will mostly be clear and straightforward; therefore, there is no need to be overly anxious 
about how you will do on quizzes if you have read the given materials properly.   

All quizzes are open-book and consist of 10 multiple-choice questions. They will all be 
accessible via Brightspace (UBlearns). Once the quiz is initiated, 60 minutes will be given to complete 
the quiz. When time expires, whatever answer you provided thus far will be submitted. Each week's 
reading quizzes are due at the end of the following Sunday at 11:59 p.m. The questions of the quizzes 
are randomized; therefore, everyone would have a different combination of the quizzes.   

The most significant proportion of grades will be allotted to the weekly reading quizzes, and 
therefore, (1) reading correctly (a. Reading at the given time, b. Reading deeply enough focusing more 
on the concepts and theories of the authors’ arguments), and (2) taking quizzes properly are expected 
from you throughout the semester.  
 
3. Midterm Exam (24%); 8 questions (short answers), 3 points each  
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The purpose of the midterm exam is to assess the application of international security-related concepts 
and theories covered each week to real-world events. Each question aims to evaluate the student's 
familiarity with the concepts and theories of international security through the analysis of specific 
cases. The exam will consist of eight questions, with each question contributing 3% to the total grade. 
If all questions are answered correctly, a maximum of 24% of the total grade can be achieved. The 
format for each question will be short-answer questions. 
 The exam will be conducted online, allowing students to take the test within a two-hour 
window on the designated test day. The test structure resembles that of the weekly quiz. Upon logging 
in at a convenient time on the test day, you will have a one-and-a-half-hour (90 min) window to 
complete the test starting from that moment. However, the questions will be short answer 
questions, not multiple-choice questions. While you have the flexibility to change your physical 
location, access lecture notes, and refer to class materials, but engaging in discussions with 
fellow students is strictly prohibited. Once the test begins, either one-and-a-half-hour (90 min) will 
elapse, or you will submit the test upon completion by pressing the submit button. It is important to 
note that technical issues, such as computer shutdowns or network disruptions, occurring after the 
test commences are the responsibility of the test taker. These issues cannot serve as grounds for 
requesting a retest. As a precaution, it is advisable to adequately prepare for the exam, including 
ensuring a stable network connection and sufficient battery charge for your computer. Outlined below 
are examples of exam questions along with corresponding model answers. 
 
e.g.  
 
Q) One of the significant issues in the Ukraine-Russia war is whether Ukraine will become a part of 
NATO. Before Russia's invasion of Ukraine, there was a debate surrounding Ukraine's potential 
NATO membership. NATO member countries, including France and Germany, raised concerns 
regarding Ukraine's inclusion, and President Biden showed a lack of strong support for Ukraine's 
NATO membership; 1) Biden has grown skeptical of expanding U.S. military commitments, 2) Biden 
wants Ukraine to improve its political and legal systems, 3) NATO wants to avoid greater Russian 
hostility, and 4)Ukrainian leaders have waffled on NATO membership (Wong and Jakes 2022. 
“NATO Won’t Let Ukraine Join Soon. Here’s Why. New York Times). Despite NATO being a 
representative collective defense system, A) choose a concept and theory that elucidates the reasons 
behind member states' opposition to Ukraine's accession to NATO, B) and why you think that. C) 
Afterward, provide a brief prediction of the potential outcomes of the event,  grounded on the chosen 
concepts and theory. 
 
A) The opposition of NATO members to Ukraine's NATO membership can be comprehended 
through the security dilemma of entrapment and abandonment. While NATO's support for Ukraine's 
security contributes to collective security, there is a shared desire among NATO members to prevent 
being entangled in a conflict with Russia. Despite this dilemma, it is anticipated that the casualties 
suffered by innocent Ukrainian citizens due to Russia's indiscriminate aggression will lead to a 
unanimous NATO vote in favor of Ukraine's membership. This is because the essence of a collective 
security system should prioritize minimizing the loss of innocent civilian lives. 
 

Mid-term exam: Available from Mar. 16, Saturday, 12:00 a.m. to 11:59 p.m.  
* 1 and a half hours (90 min) through Brightspace (UBlearns) 

 
4. Finals Analysis Paper (24%) 
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* Follow the guidelines to get the deserved points. What you write and how you write matters.  
* Sample. Vasquez's critique on realism.  
(Source: *Vasquez, John A. 1997. "The Realist Paradigm and Degenerative versus Progressive 
Research Programs: An Appraisal of Neotraditional Research on Waltz's Balancing Proposition." 
American Political Science Review 91. pp.899 – 912.) 
 
1) Topic selection (4%) * NO POINTS if you pass the deadline. (Mar. 25, 11:59 p.m.) 
 
Select one topic (*If you want to include more than one, you can but you need to discuss with 
me beforehand) in advance of what current affairs of international security you are interested in 
among the topics from Security Dilemma (W5) to North Korea's Nuclear Weapon and Balancing 
Military Capability (W15). These will be the topics you write about for your analysis paper. The critical 
point is to pick the topic in advance and start working as soon as possible. If you have any 
questions about this part, contact me via email.    
 Write a description of what you have decided to focus on within that topic. Please be specific 
as much as you can on presenting the phenomena you have selected related to the topic and what 
you expect the result of your analysis would be like after applying the theory that you have chosen. 
The sample will be shared on the Brightspace (UBlearns).   
 
2) Paper (20%) 6 pages, double spaced 
 
(1) Cover page (1 page)  
 
Cover page includes title, subtitle, student name, person number, student affiliation, course name, 
name of the assignment, instructor name, academic semester (e.g. “Spring 2023”). Sample format will 
be shared on the Brightspace (UBlearns).  
 
(2) Introduction (0.5 page)  
 
: Describe the issue and the theory that you picked separately (and also together.) 
* The shorter, the better within the page range.  
 
This part will consist of two parts; a) summary of the source that you have chosen such as 
“foreign affairs” or “political violence at glance” articles, including the main points of the 
article, and b) the sentence or two that elaborates your argument based on the concepts and 
theories you have chosen to use for your paper, one or more among the ones we have learned 
thus far. The summary part should include each theory's main component. These components should 
focus on the main points of the theory as much as you can. (* Recommended 6 components: hook, 
presenting which article you have chosen, brief summary of the article that you have chosen, your 
main argument, concepts or theories you have chosen, plan of your paper)  

 
(3) Critique and analysis (3 pages)  
* The longer, the better within the page limit.  
 
Based on the war and international security related concepts or theories that you have chosen in your 
introduction, you should now critically analyze your article(s) or the topic using the current events 
from your article(s). If you want to go beyond the materials I have shared on the Brightspace 
(UBlearns), you may but as long as you well reference them as all, and also, while your topic is well 
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preserved throughout the writing. However, you must include one or more materials that you 
have found and researched on utilizing them in order to make your argument stronger. Using your 
own resources and not using the foreign affairs or pollical violence at glance from the Brightspace 
(UBlearns) is the biggest difference from the midterm critique paper. Also, this can be where you 
include all the summaries that you cannot fit in the introduction part due to the page 
restriction, which should be well combined with your arguments and critique points. The 
summaries of the events or the facts should be working as proof that backs up your points. *Writing 
structure also matters, and there will be additional points for well-structured paragraphs.   
 
(4) So, what? (0.5 page)  
 
Based on the previous two parts, in this last part, you need to answer the following question: “so 
what?”. If you did the proper job as expected, you would now have positive expectations of what you 
did, such as policy implications. So be creative as much as possible but let's be realistic too.  
 
(5) Reference page (1 page) 
 
Separate page where you include all the sources that you used for your writing. Sample format will be 
given.  
 

Final analysis paper deadline: May. 12, 11:59 p.m. 
 
5. Grading 
 
1) Missed quizzes 
 
You are free to miss four quizzes. These are intended for extenuating circumstances, not limited to 
sickness, family issues, and technical difficulties with Brightspace (UBlearns). After these four passes 
are spent, the credits will start to be deducted from the full credits. In some cases, proper 
documentation is required to be excused for your missed quizzes, but the instructor decides such a 
decision. This means that only the highest score of 10 out of a total of 14 quizzes will be 
calculated and converted into 40 points. Therefore, each quiz is worth 4 points when converted 
into the final grade. 
 
2) Missed papers 
 
For late submission of critique paper and analysis paper, there will be a 10% penalty daily. If you 
have rare circumstances requiring a deadline delay, appropriate documentation supporting your delay 
is needed, but the instructor decides such a decision.  
 

Learning Outcome Assessment Measure 
Learning and understanding the fundamental 
concepts and theories of war and international 
security and thinking critically when discussing 
them.   

Weekly reading quizzes, Midterm Exam, 
Discussion questions 

Understanding the scientific approach of 
thinking theoretically and critically which makes 

Weekly reading quizzes, Midterm Exam, 
Discussion questions 
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one to evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of 
international security theories.  
Understanding the major theoretical 
frameworks that help one to understand 
contemporary international security.  

Weekly reading quizzes, Analysis paper 

Being able to apply different theoretical 
perspectives to understand how various factors 
regarding war, peace, and international security 
alter international politics. 

Analysis paper 

 
3) Final Grade Scheme 
 

A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ D F 
93+ 90-92 87-89 83-86 80-82 77-79 73-76 70-72 65-69 60-64 60- 
4.00 3.67 3.33 3.00 2.67 2.33 2.00 1.67 1.33 1.00 1.00- 

 
 
IV. Communication  
 
If you have any issues or questions related to the course, please contact me via email 
bongjook@buffalo.edu. If necessary, I will set up a zoom meeting so that we can discuss the issue. 
Please include “PSC326)” in the subject line to get a faster response. If not, I cannot guarantee you 
for more rapid response.  
 
V. Professionalism, Ethics, and Other Policies 

Academic integrity is critical to the learning process. It is your responsibility as a student to complete 
your work in an honest fashion, upholding the expectations your individual instructors have for you 
in this regard. The ultimate goal is to ensure that you learn the content in your courses in accordance 
with UB’s academic integrity principles, regardless of whether instruction is in-person or remote. *If 
you, by any chance, use AI tools (e.g. ChatGPT or any other sort) completing your required 
assignments you will automatically fail (F) the course. Thank you for upholding your own personal 
integrity and ensuring UB’s tradition of academic excellence. The academic integrity policy is available 
at https://www.buffalo.edu/academic-integrity/about.html 

VI. Protecting Course Materials Disclaimer 

All materials prepared and/or assigned by me for this course are for the students’ educational benefit. 
Other than for permitted collaborative work, students may not photograph, record, reproduce, 
transmit, distribute, upload, sell or exchange course materials, without my prior written permission. 
“Course materials” include, but are not limited to, all instructor-prepared and assigned materials, such 
as lectures; lecture notes; discussion prompts; study aids; tests and assignments; and presentation 
materials such as PowerPoint slides, Prezi slides, or transparencies; and course packets or handouts. 
Public distribution of such materials may also constitute copyright infringement in violation of federal 
or state law. Violation of this policy may additionally subject a student to a finding of “academic 
dishonesty” under the Academic Integrity Policy and/or disciplinary charges under the Student Code 
of Conduct. 
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VII. Accessibility Resources 

If you have any disability which requires reasonable accommodations to enable you to participate in 
this course, please contact the Office of Accessibility Resources in 60 Capen Hall, 716-645-2608 and 
also the instructor of this course during the first week of class. The office will provide you with 
information and review appropriate arrangements for reasonable accommodations, which can be 
found on the web  
at: http://www.buffalo.edu/studentlife/who-we-are/departments/accessibility.html. 
 
VIII. Alterations of the Syllabus 
 
Alterations of the syllabus may occur throughout the semester. If it happens, there will be a full 
announcement ahead of time, and the updated version will be found in the Brightspace (UBlearns).  
 
IX. Covid-19 related requirements   
 
While your attendance and participation are essential components of this course, it is critical that you 
follow public health guidelines. As such, any student exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms should not 
come to campus to participate in coursework.  If you need to miss class due to illness, isolation or 
quarantine must notify the instructor by email as soon as possible and no later than 24-hours after 
missing class.  At that time, you are also expected to complete missed work. 
 To effectively participate in this course, regardless of mode of instruction, the University 
recommends you have access to a Windows or Mac computer with webcam and broadband. Your 
best opportunity for success in the blended UB course delivery environment (in-person, hybrid, and 
remote) will require these minimum capabilities listed on the following website: 
https://www.buffalo.edu/ubit/information-for-students.html 
 
X. Public Health Compliance in Classroom setting 
 
As indicated in the 2023-2024 Academic Year Health and Safety Guidelines, the following is required: 
  
 The University at Buffalo continues to offer a full schedule of in-person classes and a vibrant 
campus experience. UB’s guidelines are based on the recommendations of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, the New York State Department of Health and SUNY. All members of the 
UB community are urged to familiarize themselves with UB’s guidelines and to stay informed of any 
changes. As always, the health and safety of the UB community remains paramount. The university 
may adjust its health guidelines, as needed, based on new scientific evidence and the course of the 
pandemic. 
 
- All UB students and employees are strongly encouraged to stay up to date with their vaccinations, 
including getting  booster shots when eligible. 
- Proof of vaccination against COVID-19 is not required to attend events at UB. 
- Masks are no longer required, regardless of vaccination status, for students, faculty, staff and visitors, 
both indoors and outdoors and at any event. 
- If you have been exposed to the virus, or tested positive, you should immediately follow the CDC's 
precautions. 
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- Anyone who wishes to continue wearing a mask in a classroom, office or any other campus space is 
encouraged to do so. 
- If you have been exposed to the virus, or tested positive, you should immediately follow the CDC’s 
precautions. 

- Students who test positive: If students need to miss class, an exam, work or an assignment due to 
illness and isolation, they must notify their instructor and/or supervisor as soon as possible and no 
later than 24 hours.  

XI. Weekly Topics 
 
<Part 1. Introduction and Theoretical Foundations> 
W1. 1/24~1/28_Course Introduction (Syllabus, Readings for upcoming weeks)  
W2. 1/29~2/4_What is International Security Studies?   
W3. 2/5~2/11_War and Peace 
W4. 2/12~2/18_Causes of War  
 
<Part 2. War and International Security> 
W5. 2/19~2/25_ Terrorism 
W6. 2/26~3/3_ Civil Conflicts and Non-state actors 
W7. 3/4~3/10_ Deterrence and Reputation Theory  
W8. 3/11~3/17_ Democratic Peace Theory  
W9. 3/18~3/24_ Spring break (Reading week) 
 
<Part 3. Contemporary Issues and International Security> 
W10. 3/25~3/31_ European Security Architecture and Ukraine  
W11. 4/1~4/7_ The United States’ Grand Strategy and China 
W12. 4/8~4/14_ U.S.-China Security Relations  
W13. 4/15~4/21_ North Korea's Nuclear Weapon and Balancing Military Capability 
W14. 4/22~4/28_Energy, Environment and Security  
W15. 4/29~5/5_ Future Technology and Security 
 
 
XII. Important due dates 
 

Reading Quizzes: Every Friday 5:00 p.m. ~ Every Sunday 11:59 p.m. 
 

Mid-term exam: Available from Mar. 16, Saturday, 12:00 a.m. to 11:59 p.m.  
* 1 and a half hours (90 min) through Brightspace (UBlearns) 

 
Topic Selection: Apr. 1, Monday, 11:59 p.m. 

 
Analysis Paper: May. 12, Sunday, 11:59 p.m. 
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Part 1. Introduction & Theoretical Foundations 
  
Week 1. Course Introduction   

• Class Schedules: 1/24~1/28_Course introduction  
• Lectures available from 1/24, 9:00 a.m. 

 
Week 2. What is International Security Studies?  

• Required readings: *W2-1. Collins, Alan. "I. Introduction: What is Security Studies?" in Collins, 
Alan (ed.) 2013. Contemporary Security Studies. 3rd Edition. United Kingdom; Oxford University 
Press. pp. 1-9. *W2-2. Buzan, Berry "1. Defining International Security Studies" in Buzan, 
Barry and Lene Hansen. 2009. The Evolution of International Security Studies. Cambridge; 
Cambridge University Press. pp. 8-20.  

• Suggested readings: *W2-3. Baylis, John and James J. Wirtz. "1. Introduction: Strategy in the 
Contemporary World." in Baylis, John, James J. Wirtz, and Colin S. Gray. 2019. Strategy in the 
Contemporary World. 6th Edition. United Kingdom; Oxford University Press. pp. 1-15.  

• Class Schedules: 1/29~2/4_Slides: What is International Security Studies? 
• Lectures available from 1/29, 9:00 a.m. to 2/2, 4:59 p.m. 
• Weekly Quiz available from 2/2, 5:00 p.m. to 2/4, 11:59 p.m. 

 
Week 3. War and Peace  

• Required readings: *W3-1. Webel, Charles. "1. Introduction. Toward a philosophy and 
metapsychology of peace." in Webel, Charles and Johan Galtung (ed.) 2007. Handbook of Peace 
and Conflict Studies. London and New York; Routledge. *W3-2. Coker, Christopher. "17. WAR” 
in Cavelty, Myriam Dunn and Thierry Balzacq, eds. 2017. Routledge Handbook of Security Studies 
2nd Edition. London and New York; Routledge.  

• Suggested readings: *W3-3. Galtung, Johan. "2. Introduction. Peace by peaceful conflict 
transformation – the TRANSCEND approach." in Webel, Charles and Johan Galtung (ed.) 
2007. Handbook of Peace and Conflict Studies. London and New York; Routledge.  

• Class Schedules: 2/5~2/11_Slides: War and Peace 
• Lecture available from 2/5, 9:00 a.m. to 2/9, 4:59 p.m. 
• Weekly Quiz available from 2/9, 5:00 p.m. to 2/11, 11:59 p.m. 

 
Week 4. Causes of War  

• Required readings: *W4-1. Garnett, John, and John Baylis. "The Cause of War and the 
Condition of Peace." in Baylis, John, James J. Wirtz, and Colin S. Gray. 2019. Strategy in the 
Contemporary World. 6th Edition. United Kingdom; Oxford University Press. 
*W4-2. Kirshner, Jonathan. 2000. "Rationalist explanations for war?" Security Studies 10 (1), 
pp.143-150.  

• Suggested readings: *W4-3. Altman, Daniel. 2015. "The Strategist's Curse: A Theory of False 
Optimism as a Cause of War." Security Studies 24 (2), pp. 284-315.  

• Class Schedules: 2/12~2/18_Slides: Causes of War 
• Lecture available from 2/12, 9:00 a.m. to 2/16, 4:59 p.m. 
• Weekly Quiz available from 2/16, 5:00 p.m. to 2/18, 11:59 p.m. 
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Part 2. War and International Security 
 
Week 5. Terrorism  

• Required readings: *W5-1. Abrahms, Max. 2008. "What Terrorists Really Want: Terrorist 
Motives and Counterterrorism Strategy." International Security 32(4), pp. 78-105. *W5-2. Kydd, 
Andrew H., and Barbara F. Walter. 2006. "The Strategies of Terrorism." International Security 
31(1), pp. 49-80. *W5-3. Abrahms, Max. 2006. "Why Terrorism Does Not Work." International 
Studies 31(2), pp 42-78.  

• Suggested readings: *W5-4. English, Richard. 2016. "The future study of terrorism" European 
Journal of International Security 1(2), pp. 135-149.   

• Class Schedules: 2/19~2/25_Slides: Terrorism 
• Lecture available from 2/19, 9:00 a.m. to 2/23, 4:59 p.m. 
• Weekly Quiz available from 2/23, 5:00 p.m. to 2/25, 11:59 p.m. 

 
Week 6. Civil Wars and Non-state Actors 

• Required readings: *W6-1. Hoeffler, Anke. "9. On the Causes of Civil War.” in Michelle R. 
Garfinkel and Stergios Skaperdas. 2012. The Oxford Handbook of the Economics of Peace and Conflict. 
UK; Oxford University Press. pp.179-204. 

• Suggested readings: *W6-2. Einsiedel, Sebastian von. 2017. "Civil War Trends and the 
Changing Nature of Armed Conflict." United Nations University Centre for Policy Research. 
Occasional Paper 10, pp. 1-10.*W6-3. Florea, Adrian. 2017. "Theories of civil war onset: 
promises and pitfalls." in Thompson W. (ed.) The Oxford Encyclopedia of Empirical International 
Relations Theory. UK; Oxford University Press.  

• Class Schedules: 2/26~3/3_Slides: Civil Wars and Non-state Actors 
• Lecture available from 2/26, 9:00 a.m. to 3/1, 4:59 p.m. 
• Weekly Quiz available from 3/1, 5:00 p.m. to 3/3, 11:59 p.m. 

 
Week 7. Deterrence and Reputation Theory 

• Required readings: *W7-1. Huth, Paul and Bruce Russett. 1984. "What Makes Deterrence 
Work? Cases from 1900 to 1980." World Politics 36(4), pp. 496-526. *W7-2. Weisiger, Alex and 
Keren Yarhi-Milo. 2015. "Revisiting Reputation: How Past Actions Matter in International 
Politics." International Organization 69, pp.473-495.  

• Suggested readings: TBD 
• Class Schedules: 3/4~3/10_Slides: Deterrence and Reputation Theory 
• Lecture available from 3/4, 9:00 a.m. to 3/8, 4:59 p.m. 
• Weekly Quiz available from 3/8, 5:00 p.m. to 3/10, 11:59 p.m. 

 
Week 8. Democratic Peace Theory 

• Required readings: *W8-1. Maoz, Zeev and Bruce Russett. 1993. "Normative and Structural 
Causes of Democratic Peace, 1946-1986. *W8-2. Bueno De Mesquita, Bruce, James D. 
Morrow, Randolph M. Siverson and Alastair Smith. 1999. "An Institutional Explanation of 
the Democratic Peace." The American Political Science Review 93(4), pp. 791-807.  

• Suggested readings: TBD 
• Class Schedules: 3/11~3/17_Slides: Democratic Peace Theory 
• Lecture available from 3/11, 9:00 a.m. to 3/15, 4:59 p.m. 
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• Weekly Quiz available from 3/15, 5:00 p.m. to 3/17, 11:59 p.m. 
 

Mid-term exam: Available from Mar. 16, Saturday, 12:00 a.m. to 11:59 p.m.  
* 1 and a half hours (90 min) through Brightspace (UBlearns) 

 
Week 9. Spring Break (3/18~3/24) 

• Reading week  
• Work on the topic selection assignment for the final analysis paper. 
• No Class  

Part 3. Contemporary Issues and International Security 
 
Week 10. European Security Architecture and Ukraine 

• Required readings: *W9-1. D'Anieri, Paul. 2019. "1 The Sources of Conflict over Ukraine." in 
Paul D'Anieri. 2019. Ukraine and Russia: From Civilized Divorce to Uncivil War. Cambridge; 
Cambridge University Press. pp. 1-26. *W9-2. McFaul, Michael. 2020. "Putin, Putinism, and 
the Domestic Determinants of Russian Foreign Policy" International Security 45(2) pp. 95-139.  

• Suggested readings: *W9-3. Sperling, James and Mark Webber. 2016. "NATO and the Ukraine 
crisis: Collective securitization." European Journal of International Security 2(1), pp 19-46. *W9-4. 
Marten, Kimberly. 2017. "Reconsidering NATO expansion: a counterfactual analysis of Russia 
and the West in the 1990s." European Journal of International Security 3(2), pp 135-161.  

• Class Schedules: 3/25~3/31_Slides: European Security Architecture and Ukraine  
• Lecture available from 3/25, 9:00 a.m. to 3/29, 4:59 p.m. 
• Weekly Quiz available from 3/29, 5:00 p.m. to 3/31, 11:59 p.m. 

 
Week 11. The United States' Grand Strategy and China 

• Required readings: *W10-1. Porter Patrick. "Why America's Grand Strategy Has Not 
Changed." International Security 42(4), pp. 9-46. *W10-2. Meijer, Hugo and Benjamin Jensen. 
2017. "The Strategist's dilemma: Global dynamic density and the making of US' China Policy'” 
European Journal of International Security 3(2), pp. 211-234.  

• Suggested readings: *W10-3. Drezner, Daniel W., Ronald R. Krebs, and Randall Schweller. 
2020. “The End of Grand Strategy: America Must Think Small.” Foreign Affairs May/June 2020. 
*W10-4. Ashford, Emma. 2022. “America Needs a Bolder Biden.” Foreign Affairs January 2022. 
*W10-5. Brands, Hal. 2022. “The Overstretched Superpower: Does America Have More 
Rivals Than It Can Handle?” Foreign Affairs January 2022. *W10-6. Fontaine, Richard. 2022. 
“Washington’s Missing China Strategy.” Foreign Affairs January 2022.  

• Class Schedules: 4/1~4/7_Slides: The United States' Grand Strategy and China 
• Lecture available from 4/1, 9:00 a.m. to 4/5, 4:59 p.m. 
• Weekly Quiz available from 4/5, 5:00 p.m. to 4/7, 11:59 p.m. 

 
Topic Selection for the analysis paper due Apr.1 , Monday, 11:59 p.m. 

5% of your grade and no points if you pass the deadline.  
 
Week 12. U.S.-China Security Relations 
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• Required readings: *W12-1. CICIR. 2021. “CICIR Report: Mutual Respect, Equality, Mutual 
Benefit and Peaceful Coexistence – Exploring a new framework amid complexity for China-
US relations.” *W12-2. Xuetong, Yan. 2021. “Becoming Strong: The New Chinese Foreign 
Policy” Foreign Affairs July/August 2021. *W12-3. Jisi, Wang. 2021. “The Plot Against China? 
How Beijing Sees the New Washington Consensus.” Foreign Affairs July/August 2021. *W12-
4. Haass, Richard and David Sacks. 2021. “The Growing Danger of U.S. Ambiguity on 
Taiwan.” Foreign Affairs December 2021.  

• Suggested readings: *W12-5. Campbell, Kurt M. and Jake Sullivan. 2019. “Competition 
Without Catastrophe: How America Can Both Challenge and Coexist With China” Foreign 
Affairs September/October 2019. *W12-6. Campbell, Kurt M. and Ruch Doshi. 2021. “How 
America Can Shore Up Asian Order.” Foreign Affairs January 2021.  

• Class Schedules: 4/8~4/14_Slides: U.S.-China Security Relations 
• Lecture available from 4/8,  9:00 a.m. to 4/12, 4:59 p.m. 
• Weekly Quiz available from 4/12, 5:00 p.m. to 4/14, 11:59 p.m. 

 
Week 13. North Korea’s nuclear weapon and Balancing Military Capability 

• Required readings: *W13-1. Narang, Vipin. 2017. “Strategies of Nuclear Proliferation: How 
States Pursue the Bomb.” International Security 41(3), pp. 110-150. *W13-2. Sankaran, Jaganath 
and Steve Fetter. “Defending the United States: Revisiting National Missile Defense against 
North Korea.” International Security 46(3), pp. 51-86. 

• Suggested readings: *W13-3. Mastro, Oriana Skylar. 2018. “Conflict and Chaos on the Korean 
Peninsula: Can China’s Military Help Secure North Korea’s Nuclear Weapon?” International 
Security 43(2), pp. 84-116. *W13-4. Lawrence, Christopher. 2020. “Normalization by Other 
Means: Technological Infrastructure and Political Commitment in the North Korean Nuclear 
Crisis.” International Security 45(1), pp. 9-50. *W13-5. Lieber, Keir A. and Daryl G. Press. 2017. 
“The New Era of Counterforce: Technological change and the Future of Nuclear Deterrence.” 
International Security 41(4), pp. 9-49. *W13-6. Cook, Richard J., Maximilian Ohle and Zhaoying 
Han. 2021. “Bargaining interactions reconsidered: the Korean Peninsula nuclear crisis viewed 
through the lens of hierarchy.” The Pacific Review 34(1), pp. 113-145.  

• Class Schedules: 4/15~4/21_Slides: North Korea’s nuclear weapon and Balancing Military 
Capability 

• Lecture available from 4/15,  9:00 a.m. to 4/19, 4:59 p.m. 
• Weekly Quiz available from 4/19, 5:00 p.m. to 4/21, 11:59 p.m. 

 
Week 14. Energy, Environment and Security 

• Required readings: *W14-1. Downs, Erica, James Henderson, Mikkal E. Herberg, Shoichi Itoh, 
Meghan L. O’Sullivan, Morena Skalamera, and Can Soylu. 2018. “The Emerging Russia-Asia 
Energy Nexus.” NBR Special Report #74, The National Bureau of Asian Research, pp. 1-55. 
*W14-2. Nyman, Jonna. 2014. “‘Red Storm Ahead’: Securitisation of energy in US-China 
relations” Millennium – Journal of International Studies. 43(1), pp. 43-65.   

• Suggested readings: TBD 
• Class Schedules: 4/22~4/28_Slides: Energy, Environment and Security 
• Lecture available from 4/22, 9:00 a.m. to 4/26, 4:59 p.m. 
• Weekly Quiz available from 4/26, 5:00 p.m. to 4/28, 11:59 p.m. 

 
Week 15. Future Technology and Security 
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• Required readings: *W15-1. Shah, Aqil. 2018. “Do U.S. Drone Strikes Cause Blowback? 
Evidence from Pakistan and Beyond.” International Security 42(4), pp. 47-84. *W15-2. Garcia, 
Denise. 2016. “Future arms, technologies, and international law: Preventive security 
governance.” European Journal of International Security 1(1), pp. 94-111. *W15-3. Macdonald, Julia 
and Jacquelyn Schneider. 2019. “Battlefield Responses to New Technologies: Views from the 
Ground on Unmanned Aircraft” Security Studies 28(2), pp. 216-249.  

• Suggested readings: TBD 
• Class Schedules: 4/29~5/5_Slides: Future Technology and Security  
• Lecture available from 4/29, 9:00 a.m. to 5/3, 4:59 p.m. 
• Weekly Quiz available from 5/3, 5:00 p.m. to 5/5, 11:59 p.m. 

 
Finals paper: Analysis Paper due May. 12, Sunday, 11:59 p.m. 

 
Enjoy your summer, you deserve it!  

 
 
 
 


