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International Relations Theory 
University at Buffalo, SUNY 

PSC 333. Spring 2022 
 
 
Bongjoo Peter Kim (bongjook@buffalo.edu) 
Campus Office: 515 Park Hall 
Zoom Office:  
https://buffalo.zoom.us/j/99484455079?pwd=azRYMVlkdnp2eHA0MzFBUlkydTZFZz09 
Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 1 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.  
Office Hours Sign-up: https://calendly.com/bjpeterkim 
 
 
Course Description 
This course covers a variety of theories that have significantly contributed to international relations. 
Simply put, “theory” is not just understanding heavy ideas but rather broadening one’s perspective by 
learning to perceive the world, that is, global current affairs, from diverse positions.  
 The first part of the course asks, “what is a theory?” and “what is theorizing?” in international 
relations. During the first week, we will discuss what theory is and how we should think of using that 
while assessing both previous works and real-world phenomena. Then, we will try to answer questions 
like “what makes a good theory?” “how do we differentiate one theory from the others?” and so on. 
Since the first step of this course is to think about what a “concept” or a “theory” is in a more 
profound sense, this part is critical for how you will perform throughout the course.   

There are three parts of the course starting from week 2; 1) Grand Theories, 2) Conflict 
Theories, and 3) Current Affairs and Theories?. The Grand Theories part includes the classical 
theories within the international relations discipline throughout the history of political science. This 
part consists of the readings for Realism, Liberalism, and Constructivism. On the first day of the week, we 
will focus more on the classical readings that triggered the development of each theory. Then, we will 
focus more on popular contemporary theories if possible. 

The Conflict Theories part includes studies of structural approaches such as concepts of anarchy 
and hierarchy, security dilemma, etc. Based on these fundamental concepts and theories, this course 
will proceed to more specific structural approaches, mainly in the context of international security, 
such as balance of power theory, power transition theory, and alliance theory.  

The Current Affairs and Theories? part includes topics more driven by current affairs in 
contemporary international politics. By focusing on specific topics of current affairs, you will be able 
to critically apply the concepts and theories you have learned up to that point of the course. The topics 
include 1) The Debate over International Relations Theory (week 10), 2) Sovereignty and Region 
(week 11), 3) Intergovernmental Organization (week 12), 4) Post-modern Critical Theory (week 13), 
and 5) Normative theory in International Relations (week 14). By learning how to perceive current 
affairs with more of an academic approach, you will learn to think and assess current affairs more 
critically instead of just understanding the phenomena described by specific authors and critics. 
However, as you can guess from the question mark at the end of the part title, you should also try to 
verify whether the given theory applies to the issues we are concerned with. This includes not only 
the process of assessing whether the given theory best suits the events but also supporting your 
decision with proper and logical evidence. Therefore, critical thinking is required before, during, and 
after the reading and quizzes.  
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After completing this course, students are expected to learn how researchers and scholars of 
IR see the world and learn to develop their own ways to see, assess, and analyze current events from 
books and in real life in the field of IR. Additional articles or related materials (visual aids, news articles, 
introductory textbooks, etc.) can supply the lecture as the semester progresses.  
 
Required Materials  
 
1. *Paul R. Viotti and Mark V. Kauppi. 1999. International Relations Theory. 3rd. ed. New York: Allyn & 
Bacon. 
 
2. *Tammen, Ronald L., Jacek Kugler, Doulas Lemke, Allan C. Stam III, Mark Abodollahian, Carole 
Alsharabati, Brian Efird, A.F.K Organski. 2000. Power Transitions: Strategies for the 21st Century. Chatham 
House Publishers of Seven Bridges Press, LLC. 
 
3. *Sheehan, Michael. 1996. The Balance of Power: History & Theory. New York; Routledge. 
 
4. *Hawkins, Lake, Nielson, and Tierney. 2006. Delegation and Agency in International Organizations. 
Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press.  
 
5. *Frost, Mervyn. 1986. Towards a normative theory of international relations: a critical analysis of the philosophical 
and methodological assumptions in the discipline with proposals towards a substantive normative theory. Cambridge 
University Press. 
 
c.f. *All the readings with * signs are provided on UBlearns.  
e.g. (from Week 1) *Stephen Van Evera. 1997. Guide to Methods for Students of Political Science. pp.7-48. 
 
*If you have a problem locating the material, please let me know as soon as possible.  
 
Assignments and Evaluation 
 

1) Participation (15%= 3% x 5 times)  
 

Everyone should upload at least five discussion questions (or responses) on the UBlearns 
throughout the semester, one for each week regarding the given week’s readings and lectures. (*This 
means you can choose five among 14 topics as you wish and participate.) Discussion questions that 
you create should be related to the concepts or theories of that week. The questions will be shared 
with the class to think about them and add responses. The discussion questions should not be the 
same as the other students’ ones. It means that you must read others’ questions uploaded 
before you, when you come up with your questions and upload them. (E.g., If you are asking a 
discussion question of the possibility of applying “Feminism in the causal mechanism of IR realpolitik,” 
but unfortunately, other students already have uploaded that point before you, you have to change 
your question. If not, there will be no credit. Then, how? HINT! You can tweak it.) When repeating 
the points that others made before you, there will be no participation points (3%) for that 
discussion question. Another way is to give a constructive response to the discussion questions 
raised on the UBlearns that week. Here is an example.  
 
e.g.1. Example of DQ) 
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Q) Power transition theory is a theory that better explains the “rise of China.” It has a significant 
implication of predicting the future of how the bilateral relationship between the US and China will 
unfold since China is rising to enter the realm of “power parity” with the US. Under this scenario, the 
US is the hegemon, and China is the challenger. However, suppose you narrow the setting to only 
within Asia Pacific countries. In that case, China becomes the hegemon while there are many 
challengers based on their power relations such as Japan, Australia, India, etc.. Thus, can power 
transition theory also be applied at the regional level to understand and predict international relations 
dynamics? 
 
e.g.2. Example of replying)  
 (Replying to this DQ) First of all, I think this is a great question! I agree that power transition 
theory can also be applied at the regional level since the theoretical concepts are formed interactively 
between two “hegemon” and “challenger” decided relatively based on their hard and soft powers. 
Therefore, any country can take either role based on who they are dealing with as their counterpart. 
However, I am not sure how “dissatisfaction” can be applied similarly here as in the case of US-China 
relations. First, we can see that China has more influence in the region than the US since China is 
closer to the neighboring states geographically than the US. Therefore, I think the level of 
dissatisfaction in the regional PT of the neighboring countries will be different from that of the global 
PT, making it more challenging to apply them at the regional level directly. Thank you for the 
discussion points!    
 
Lastly, five weeks will be graded among 14 weeks for your participation grade. When you complete 
five weeks among 14 weeks, full participation grades (15%) can be given. However, I always encourage 
you to be more active in participating in this. * You can upload on the UBlearn by simply clicking on 
“Create Thread” on the discussion menu on the UBlearns. 
 

2) Weekly reading quizzes (50%) 
 
Every week there will be a quiz to see how much you understood the assigned readings and lecture 
materials. As you can see from a large number of percentages of the grade on the quizzes, the quizzes 
will be the most critical part of the course while evaluating your overall performance in the class.  

Every quiz for the required readings will mainly evaluate how much you have read the given 
materials thoroughly while primarily focusing on the main points, including conceptual and theoretical 
details. The questions will mostly be clear and straightforward, and therefore, there is no need to be 
overly anxious about how you will do on quizzes as long as you have read the given materials correctly.   

All quizzes are open-book and consist of 4 to 10 multiple-choice questions. They will be all 
accessible via UBLearns. Once the quiz is initiated, 20 to 60 minutes will be given to complete the 
quiz. When time expires, whatever answer you provided will be submitted up to that point. Each 
week’s reading quizzes are due at the end of the following Sunday at 11:59 p.m. The questions of 
the quizzes are randomized, and therefore, everyone would have a different combination of the 
quizzes, and the quiz grades will not be reported until the following week.  

The most significant proportion of grades will be allotted to the weekly reading quizzes, and 
therefore, (1) reading correctly (a. Reading at the given time, b. Reading deeply enough), and (2) taking 
quizzes properly are included as your requirement and performance of the course throughout the 
semester.  
 
2) Critique paper (15%) 2.5 page 
(Introduction 0.5 page + critical analysis 1.5 pages (including the answer to “so what?”))  
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* Follow the guidelines to get the deserved points. What you write and how you write matters.  
* Sample. Vasquez’s critique on realism.  
(source: *Vasquez, John A. 1997. “The Realist Paradigm and Degenerative versus Progressive 
Research Programs: An Appraisal of Neotraditional Research on Waltz’s Balancing Proposition.” 
American Political Science Review 91. pp.899 – 912.) 
 

(1) Introduction (content base) (0.5 page)  
*Try to be parsimonious as much as you can when writing this part.  

 
This part will consist of two parts; a) summary of the given news articles, including the main 
points of the information, and b) the sentence or two that elaborates your argument based on the 
concepts and theories we have learned so far. The summary part of the critique should include the 
main components of each theory. These components should focus on the main points of the theory 
as much as you can.  

 
(2) Critique (your perspective) (1 – 1.5 page)  

 
Based on the concepts or theories you have chosen in the introduction, you should take the critical 
approach to analyze the given news article or the topic itself. That is, if you want to expand from the 
given article as a reference to write your critique, it will work as long as 1) the external sources are 
well-referenced and 2) the topic is well preserved throughout your writing. Also, this can be where 
you include all the summaries that you cannot fit in the introduction part due to the page 
restriction, which should be well combined with your arguments and critique points. The 
summaries of the events or the facts should be working as proof that backs up your points. 
*Writing structure also matters, and there will be additional points for well-structured 
paragraphs.   
 

(3) So what? (your perspective) (less than 0.5 pages)  
 
Based on the previous two parts, in this last part, you need to answer the following question of “so 
what?”. If you did the proper job as expected, you would now have positive expectations of what you 
analyzed, including policy implications. So be creative as much you can but let’s be realistic at the same 
time. 
 

3) Analysis paper (20%)  
 

(1) Topic selection (5%) * NO POINTS if you pass the deadline. 
 
Select one topic in advance of what current affairs you are interested in among the topics from week 
10 to week 14. (1. The Debate over IR Theory (W11) Sovereignty and Region(W12), 2. 
Intergovernmental Organization Theory(W13), 3. Post-modern Critical Theory(W14), 4. Normative 
Theory vs. Empirical Theory(W15)) These will be the topic that you write about for your analysis 
paper. The critical point is to pick the topic in advance and start working as soon as possible. If 
you have any questions about this part, contact me as soon as possible.    
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Write a simple description of what you are trying to focus on within that topic. Please be specific as 
much as you can on presenting the phenomena you have selected related to the topic and what 
you expect the result of your analysis would be like after applying the theory on the topic.  

 
Deadline: Apr. 11th 11:59 p.m. 
 

(2) Paper (15%) 3 page ~ 5 page 
 
a. Introduction (0.5 - 1 page)  
: Describe 1. the issue and the 2. theory that you picked separately (and also together.) 
* The shorter, the better within the page range.  

 
This part will consist of two parts; a) summary of the given news articles, including the main points 
of the information, and b) the sentence or two that elaborates your argument based on the concepts 
and theories we have learned so far. The summary part of the critique should include the main 
components of each theory. These components should focus on the main points of the theory as 
much as you can.  

 
b. Critique (1.5 – 2.5 page)  
* The longer, the better within the page range.  

 
Based on the concepts or theories you have chosen in the introduction, you should take the critical 
approach to analyze the given news article or the topic itself. Based on the summary of the issue and 
the concepts and theories that you have done throughout the introduction part, you are now being 
critical as much as you can while attacking the issue with your critical perspectives.  
 

c. So what? (1 – 1.5 page)  
 
Based on the previous two parts, in this last part, you need to answer the following question of “so 
what?”. If you did the proper job as expected, you would now have some positive expectations of 
what you did, such as policy implications. So be creative as much you can but let’s be realistic at the 
same time.  
 
 

1) Missed quizzes 
 
You are free to miss four quizzes. These are intended for extenuating circumstances, not limited to 
sickness, family issues, and technical difficulties with UBLearns. After these four passes are spent, the 
credits will start to be deducted from the full credits. In some cases, proper documentation is required 
to be excused for your missed quizzes, but the instructor decides such a decision.  
 

2) Missed papers 
 
For late submission of critique paper and analysis paper, there will be a 10% penalty daily. If you 
have rare circumstances that require a delay on the deadline, appropriate documentation that supports 
your delay is needed, but the instructor decides such a decision.  
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Learning Outcome Assessment Measure 
Learning and understanding the fundamental 
concepts and theories of international relations,  
and thinking critically when discussing them.   

Reading quizzes, Analysis paper 

Understanding the scientific approach of 
thinking theoretically and critically which makes 
one to evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of 
international relations theories.  

Reading quizzes, Critique paper,  

Understanding the major theoretical 
frameworks that help one to understand the 
contemporary international relations 

Reading quizzes, Analysis paper 

Being able to apply different theoretical 
perspectives to understand how various factors 
alter international politics. 

Analysis paper 

 
Final Grade Scheme 
 

A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ D F 
93+ 90-92 87-89 83-86 80-82 77-79 73-76 70-72 65-69 60-64 60- 
4.00 3.67 3.33 3.00 2.67 2.33 2.00 1.67 1.33 1.00 1.00- 

 
 
Communication  
 
If you have any issues or questions related to the course, please contact me via email 
bongjook@buffalo.edu. If necessary, I will set up a zoom meeting so that we can discuss the issue. To 
get a faster response, please include “PSC333)” in the subject line. If not, I cannot guarantee you 
for more rapid response.  
 
Professionalism, Ethics, and Other Policies 

Academic integrity is a fundamental university value. Through the honest completion of academic 
work, students sustain the integrity of the university while facilitating the university’s imperative for 
the transmission of knowledge and culture based upon the generation of new and innovative ideas. 
When an instance of suspected or alleged academic dishonesty by a student arises, it shall be resolved 
according to the procedures found at https://catalog.buffalo.edu/policies/integrity.html 

Accessibility Resources 

If you have (or suspect you have) a learning or other disability that requires academic accommodations, 
you should contact the Accessibility Resources Office (60 Capen Hall, 716.645.2608, stu-
accessibility@buffalo.edu,  
https://www.buffalo.edu/studentlife/who-we-are/departments/accessibility.html) as soon as 
possible. The instructor will be happy to make whatever accommodations students need to succeed 
in the course. Please be sure that necessary accommodations are properly documented. Be sure to 
provide the instructor with enough notice to make appropriate arrangements.  
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Alterations of the Syllabus 
 
Alteration of the syllabus may occur throughout the semester. There will be a full announcement 
ahead of time if it actually happens, and the updated version will be found in the UBLearns.  
 
Covid-19 related requirements 
 
All UB students are required to be fully vaccinated for COVID-19 to register for and attend classes 
in person. 
 *NEW* booster requirement. All students who have been vaccinated against COVID-19 are 
required to obtain a booster and submit documentation. This booster requirement must be met 
by January 31st, 2022. If you are not yet eligible to receive a booster by January 31st, you must obtain 
your booster and submit your documentation within one week of becoming eligible.  
 The SUNY requirement recognizes vaccines that have been authorized/approved by the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) or authorized by the World Health Organization (WHO). 
Students who completed a COVID-19 vaccine series listed for emergency use or fully approved by 
the FDA must obtain a booster based on the following: 
 2 months after receiving a Janssen (J&J) vaccine 
 5 months after receving a Pfizer or Moderna 2-dose series 
Students who completed a COVID-19 vaccine series listed for emergency use by the WHO must 
obtain a booster of Pfizer 5 months after their most recent dose.All UB student residents and student 
advisers living in residence halls and university-owned apartments are required to be fully vaccinated 
upon move in to their assigned, on-campus residence. Accepted vaccines are those that have been 
authorized for emergency use or approved by the FDA or the WHO. 
 Approved online-only, medical, or religious exemptions for the New York State measles, 
mumps, rubella requirement will not automatically carry over to the COVID-19 vaccine. Such students 
need to complete the appropriate exemption request form specific to COVID-19 
vaccination. Students with approved exemptions can be excluded from SUNY facilities if the campus 
is experiencing a high level of positive cases. 
 Students shall submit proof of vaccination, or the information needed to obtain a fully remote, 
medical or religious exemption from the vaccine requirement, to UB Health Services. It is preferred 
that the submission of this information is accomplished through the Health Services portal. 
Alternatively, the information may be submitted via fax 716-829-2564, in-person (drop box located 
outside of Michael Hall), or via USPS mail. Students will be notified of the approval or denial of their 
exemption requests via the Secure Messaging function of the Health Services portal. 
 
 
Due dates 
 

Reading Quizzes: Every Sunday 11:59 p.m. 
Critique paper: Apr. 9th Saturday 11:59 p.m. 

Topic Selection: Apr. 11th Monday 11:59 p.m. 
Analysis Papers: May. 20th Friday. 11:59 p.m. 
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Weekly Topic  
<Part 1. Introduction and Theoretical Foundations> 
W1. 1/31~2/6_What is a theory? 
 
<Part 2. Classics: Grand Theories> 
W2. 2/7~2/13_Realism 
W3. 2/14~2/20_Liberalism 
W4. 2/21~2/27_Constructivism  
 
<Part 3. Conflict Theories> 
W5. 2/28~ 3/6_Theory of Organizing Principles: Anarchy and Hierarchy 
W6. 3/7~3/13_Security Dilemma 
W7. 3/14~3/20_Power Transition Theory 
W8. 3/21~3/27_Spring Break (Reading week) 
W9. 3/28~4/3_Balance of Power Theory 
W10. 4/4~4/10_Alliance Theory 
 
<Part 4. Current Affairs and Theories > 
W11. 4/11~4/17_ The Debate over IR Theory 
W12. 4/18~4/24_ Sovereignty and Region 
W13. 4/25~5/1_ Intergovernmental Organization Theory 
W14. 5/2~5/8_ Post-modern Critical Theory 
W15. 5/9~5/15_ Normative Theory in International Relations 
   
 
Part 1. Introduction and Theoretical Foundations 
 
Week 1. What is a theory? (Lecture opened between Jan. 31st 9:00 a.m. ~ Feb. 6th 11:59 p.m.)  
Jan. 31st   

Course introductions  
 
Feb. 2nd  
Slides: “What is a theory?” 
Required Readings:  
*Stephen Van Evera. 1997. “Hypotheses, Laws, and Theories: A User’s Guide.” Guide to Methods for 
Students of Political Science. pp.7-43. (Especially focus on pp.7-21) 
 
Feb. 4th  
Slides: “What is a theory?” (continued) 
Required Readings: (continued)  
 
Quiz opened between Feb. 4th 5:00 p.m. ~ Feb. 6th 11:59 p.m.  
 
 
Part 2. Classics: Grand Theories 
 
Week 2. Realism (Lecture opened between Feb. 7th 9:00 a.m. ~ Feb. 13th 11:59 p.m.) 
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Feb. 7th 
Slides: Realism and Neo-Realism 
Required Readings: 
*Paul R. Viotti and Mark V. Kauppi. 1999. International Relations Theory. 3rd. ed. New York: Allyn & 
Bacon. pp.39-58.  
 *Suganami, Hidemi. 2009. “Understanding Man, the State, and War” International Relations 
23(3). pp.372-388.  
 *Waltz, Kenneth N. 1988. “The Origins of War in Neorealist Theory.” Journal of Interdisciplinary 
History 18(4). pp.615-628.  
 
Suggested Readings: (Not required, but these will help your understanding of the required readings) 
*Thucydides “The Melian Dialogue” pp.83-87. 
*Machiavelli “On Princes and the Security of Their States” pp.88-90. 
*Hobbes “Of the Natural Condition of Mankind” pp.90-93. 
*Rousseau “The State of War: Confederation as Means to Peace in Europe” pp.93-96 
*Waltz “Explaining War: The Level of Analysis” pp.96-109. 
 
Feb. 9th  
Slides: Realism and Neo-Realism (continued) 
Required Readings: (continued) 
 
Feb. 11th  
Slides: Realism and Neo-Realism (continued) 
Required Readings: (continued) 
 
Quiz opened between Feb 11th 5:00 p.m. ~ Feb 13th 11:59 p.m. 
 
Week 3. Liberalism (Lecture opened between Feb 14th 9:00 a.m. ~ Feb 20th 11:59 p.m.) 
Feb. 14th  
Slides: Liberalism and Neo-Liberalism 
Required Readings:  
*Richardson, James L. 1997. “Contending Liberalisms: Past and Present” European Journal of 
International Relations 3(1). pp.5-33.  
 *Walt, Stephen M. 1998. “International Relations: One World, Many Theories.” Foreign Policy 
110. pp.29-46.  
 *Jervis, Robert. 1999. “Realism, Neoliberalism, and Cooperation: Understanding the Debate.” 
International Security 24(1). pp.42-63. 
 
Feb. 16th  
Slides: Liberalism and Neo-Liberalism (continued) 
Required Readings: (continued) 
 
Feb. 18th  
Slides: Liberalism and Neo-Liberalism (continued)  
Required Readings: (continued) 
 
Quiz opened between Feb. 18th 5:00 p.m. ~ Feb. 20th 11:59 p.m. 
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Week 4. Constructivism (Lecture opened between Feb. 21st 9:00 a.m. ~ Feb. 27th 11:59 p.m.) 
Feb. 21st  
Slides: Constructivism  
Required Readings:  
*Wendt, Alexander. 1992. “Anarchy is what states make of it: the social construction of power politics.” 
International Organization 46(2). pp.391-425.  
 *Theory Talks: Theory Talk #3: Alexander Wendt.  
“Alexander Wendt on UFO’s, Black Swans and Constructivist International Relations Theory” 
(http://www.theory-talks.org/2008/04/theory-talk-3.html) 
 *Guzzini, Stefano. 2005. “The Concept of Power: A Constructivist Analysis.” Millennium 
33(3). pp.495-521.  
 
Feb. 23rd  
Slides: Constructivism (continued) 
Required Readings: (continued) 
 
Feb. 25th  
Slides: Constructivism (continued) 
Required Readings: (continued)  
 
Quiz opened between Feb. 25th 5:00 p.m. ~ Feb. 27th 11:59 p.m. 
 
 
Part 3. Conflict Theories 
 
Week 5. Theory of Organizing Principles: Anarchy and Hierarchy  
(Lecture opened between Feb. 28th 9:00 a.m. ~ Mar. 6th 11:59 p.m.) 
 
Feb. 28th  
Slides: Anarchy and Hierarchy  
(Possible related questions: What is international relations structure?) 
Required Readings:  
*Waltz, Kenneth N. 1964. “The Stability of a Bipolar World.” Daedalus 93(3). pp.881-909.  
 *Theory Talks: Theory Talk #46: David Lake.  
“David A. Lake on Declining American Hegemony, Dyadic International Hierarchy, and the 
Seductiveness of Open Economy Politics” 
(http://www.theory-talks.org/2012/01/theory-talk-46.html) 
 *Paul K. Macdonald and David A. Lake. 2008. “Correspondence: The Role of Hierarchy in 
International Politics,” International Security 32 (4). pp. 171-180.  
 
Mar. 2nd (What is international relations structure?) 
Slides: Anarchy and Hierarchy (continued) 
Required Readings: (continued) 
 
Mar. 4th (What is international relations structure?)  
Slides: Anarchy and Hierarchy (continued)  
Required Readings: (continued) 
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Quiz opened between Mar. 4th 5:00 p.m. ~ Mar. 6th 11:59 p.m. 
 
Week 6. Security Dilemma (Lecture opened between Mar. 7th 9:00 a.m. ~ Mar. 13th 11:59 p.m.) 
 
Mar. 7th 
Slides: Security Dilemma 
Required Readings:  
*Tang, Shiping. 2009. “The Security Dilemma: A Conceptual Analysis” Security Studies 18(3). pp.587-
623.  
*Jervis, Robert. 2011. “Dilemmas About Security Dilemmas.” Security Studies 20(3). pp.416-423.  
 
Mar. 9th 

Slides: Security Dilemma (continued) 
Required Readings: (continued)  
 
Mar. 11th  
Slides: Security Dilemma (continued) 
Required Readings: (continued) 
 
Quiz opened between Mar. 11th 5:00 p.m. ~ Mar. 13th 11:59 p.m. 
 
Week 7. Power Transition Theory  
(Lecture opened between Mar. 14th 9:00 a.m. ~ Mar. 20th 11:59 p.m.) 
Mar. 14th  
Slides: Power Transition Theory  
Required Readings:  
*Tammen, Ronald L., Jacek Kugler, Doulas Lemke, Allan C. Stam III, Mark Abodollahian, Carole 
Alsharabati, Brian Efird, A.F.K Organski. 2000. “Chapter 1. Power Transition Theory for the Twenty-
first Century.” Power Transitions: Strategies for the 21st Century. Chatham House Publishers of Seven 
Bridges Press, LLC. pp.3-43.  
 *Benson, Michelle. 2007. “Status Quo Preferences and Disputes Short of War.” International 
Interactions 33. pp.271-288.  
 *Danilovic, Vesna and Joe Clare. 2007. “Global Power Transitions and Regional Interests.” 
International Interactions 33. pp.289-304.  
Suggested Readings:  
*Jacek Kugler and Douglas Lemke. 2000. “The Power Transition Research Program: Assessing 
Theoretical and Empirical Advances” in Handbook of War Studies II. pp.129 – 163.  
 
Mar. 16th  
Slides: Power Transition Theory (continued)  
Required Readings: (continued) 
 
Mar. 18th  
Slides: Power Transition Theory  
Required Readings: (continued)  
 
Quiz opened between Mar. 18th 5:00 p.m. ~ Mar. 20th 11:59 p.m. 
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Week 8: Spring Break (Mar 21st ~ Mar 27th)  
* Use this week to do more readings and work on critique paper 
(c.f. Students who want to select either one of W9.BOP or W10.Alliance, contact me ASAP 
before it is imminent to the submission deadline.) 
 
Week 9. Balance of Power Theory  
(Lecture opened between Mar. 28th 9:00 a.m. ~ Apr. 3rd 11:59 p.m.) 
 
Mar. 28st 
Slides: Balance of Power Theory 
Required Readings: 
*Sheehan, Michael. 1996. The Balance of Power: History & Theory. New York; Routledge. Ch.1. pp.1-23. 
 *Paul R. Viotti and Mark V. Kauppi. 1999. International Relations Theory. 3rd. ed. New York: 
Allyn & Bacon. pp. 58-68. 
 *Fritz, Paul and Kevin Sweeney. “The (De)limitations of Balance of Power Theory.” 
International Interactions 30(4). pp.285-292, pp.302 and 303.  
 
Mar. 30th  
Slides: Balance of Power Theory (continued)  
Required Readings: (continued) 
 
Apr. 1st  
Slides: Balance of Power Theory (continued)  
Required Readings: (continued) 
 
Quiz opened between Apr. 1st 5:00 p.m. ~ Apr. 3rd 11:59 p.m. 
 
Week 10. Alliance Theory 
(Lecture opened between Apr. 4th 9:00 a.m. ~ Apr. 10th 11:59 p.m.) 
 
Apr. 4th 
Slides: Alliance Theory 
Required Readings:  
*Walt, Stephen M. 1985. “Alliance Formation and the Balance of World Power.” International Security 
9 (4): pp.3-43.  
*Snyder, Glenn H. 1984. “The Security Dilemma in Alliance Politics” World Politics 36 (4): pp.461-95.  
 
Apr. 6th  
Slides: Alliance Theory 
Required Readings: (continued)  
 
Apr. 8th   
Slides: Alliance Theory  
Required Readings: (continued)  
 
Quiz opened between Apr. 8th 5:00 p.m. ~ Apr. 10th 11:59 p.m. 
 

HW: Critique paper #1 due (Apr. 9th 11:59 p.m.) 
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*No acceptance after the deadline 
 

HW: Topic Selection for the analysis paper due (Apr. 11th 11:59 p.m.) 
(5% of your grade and no points if you pass the deadline) 

 
 

Part 4. Current Affairs and Theories  
 
Week 11. The Debate over IR Theory  
(Lecture opened between Apr. 11th 9:00 a.m. ~ Apr. 17th 11:59 p.m.) 
 
Apr. 11th  
Slides: The Debate over IR Theory 
(Possible Related Question: Why theory?)  
Required Readings:  
*Tim Dunne, Lene Hansen and Colin Wight. 2013. “The End of International Theory?” European 
Journal of International Relations 19 (3). pp.405-425.  
 
Suggested Readings: (especially for the students who select this week’s topic for analysis paper, but 
not required.)  
*Duncan Snidal, Alexander Wendt. 2009. “Why there is International Theory now” International Theory 
Vol. 1(1). pp. 1-14.  
 
Apr. 13th  
Slides: The Debate over IR Theory (continued) 
Required Readings: (continued) 
 
Apr. 15th  
Slides: The Debate over IR Theory (continued) 
Required Readings: (continued) 
 
Quiz opened between Apr. 15th 5:00 p.m. ~ Apr. 17th 11:59 p.m. 
 
Week 12. Sovereignty and Region 
(Lecture opened between Apr. 18th 9:00 a.m. ~ Apr. 24th 11:59 p.m.) 
 
Apr. 18th 

Slides: Sovereignty and Region 
(Possible Related Question: How much is the region separation covered by the current state 
borderline?) 
Required Readings:  
* Visual Aids: “Conversation with History: Stephen D. Krasner.” 
http://globetrotter.berkeley.edu/people3/Krasner/krasner-con0.html 
*Inoguchi, Takashi and Paul Bacon. 2001. “Organizing hypocrisy and transforming sovereignty.” 
International Relations of the Asia-Pacific Vol. 1(2). pp.167-172.  
*Krasner, Stephen D. 2001. “Organized hypocrisy in nineteenth-century East Asia.” International 
Relations of the Asia-Pacific Vol. 1(2). pp. 173-197.  
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Suggested Readings: (especially for the students who select this week’s topic for analysis paper, but 
not required.)  
*Smith, Steve. 2001. “Globalization and the governance of space: a critique of Krasner on sovereignty.” 
International Relations of the Asia-Pacific Vol. 1(2). pp.199-226.  
 
Apr. 20th  
Slides: Sovereignty and Region (continued)  
Required Readings: (continued) 
 
Apr. 22nd  
Slides: Sovereignty and Region (continued)  
Required Readings: (continued) 
 
Quiz opened between Apr. 22nd 5:00 p.m. ~ Apr. 24th 11:59 p.m. 
 
Week 13. Intergovernmental Organization Theory  
(Possible Related Question: Is IGO effective?)  
(Lecture opened between Apr. 25th 9:00 a.m. ~ May. 1st 11:59 p.m.) 
 
Apr. 25th 
Slides: Intergovernmental Organization Theory 
Required Readings:  
*Lake, David A. “Delegation under anarchy: states, international organizations, and principal-agent 
theory.” pp.3-38. in Hawkins, Lake, Nielson, and Tierney. 2006. Delegation and Agency in International 
Organizations. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press.  
 
Suggested Readings: (especially for the students who select this week’s topic for analysis paper, but 
not required.)  
*Chapman, Terrence and Dan Reiter. 2004. “The United Nations Security Council and the Rally’ 
Round the Flag Effect.” Journal of Conflict Resolution. 48(6). pp.886-909. 
 *Mearsheimer, John. 1994-1995. “The False Promise of International Institution” International 
Security 19(3). pp.5-49.   
 
Apr. 27th  
Slides: Intergovernmental Organization Theory 
Required Readings: (continued) 
 
Apr. 29th 
Slides: Intergovernmental Organization Theory (continued) 
Required Readings: (continued) 
 
Quiz opened between Apr. 29th 5:00 p.m. ~ May. 1st 11:59 p.m. 
 
Week 14. Post-modern Critical Theory 
(Possible Related Question: What kinds of perspectives can we take?) 
(Lecture opened between May. 2nd 9:00 a.m. ~ May. 8th 11:59 p.m.) 
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May. 2nd  
Slides: Post-modern Critical Theory 
Required Readings:  
*Morningstar, Chip. 1993. “How to Deconstruct Almost Anything: My Postmodern Adventure.” 
(Online source: www.fudco.com/chip/deconstr.html)  
*J. Ann Tickner, “Hans Morgenthau’s Principles of Political Realism: A Feminist Reformulation” 
Millennium December 1988, Vol 17(3). Pp. 429 – 440. 
 
Suggested Readings: (especially for the students who select this week’s topic for analysis paper, but 
not required.) 
*Richard Ashley. 1984. “The Poverty of Neorealism.” International Organization 38(2). pp.225-286.  
 *Ashley, R. K. (1988). “Untying the Sovereign State: A Double Reading of the Anarchy 
Problematique.” Millennium: Journal of International Studies, 17(2), 227-262. 
 *Lyotard, Jean-Francois. 1997. “Answering the Question: What Is Postmodernism? Translated 
by Regis Durand”, The Postmodern Condition. Manchester University Press. Manchester. pp.71-82. 
 
May. 4th 
Slides: Post-modern Critical Theory (Continued)  
Required Readings: (continued) 
 
May. 6th 
Slides: Post-modern Critical Theory (Continued)  
Required Readings: (continued) 
 
The quiz is only available in May. 2nd 5:00 p.m. ~ May. 8th 11:59 p.m. 
 
Week 15. Normative Theory in International Relations 
(Possible Related Question: Right or wrong in theory?) 
(Lecture opened between May. 9th 9:00 a.m. ~ May. 15th 11:59 p.m.) 
 
May. 9th  
Slides: Normative Theory in IR 
Required Readings:  
 *Richard, Falk. 2005. “Recovering Normative Consciousness.” International Relations 19(1). 
pp.79-90. 

 
Suggested Readings: 
*Finnmore, Martha, and Kathryn Sikkink. 1998. “International Norm Dynamics and Political Change.” 
International Organization 52(4). pp.887-917. 
 *Nardin, Terry. 1993. “Ethical Traditions in International Affairs” in Terry Nardin, David R. 
Mapel. Traditions of International Ethics. Cambridge. pp.1-22.  
 *Frost, Mervyn. 1986. “Chapter One: The positivist bias: a philosophical assumption which 
accounts for the dearth of normative theory in the discipline of international relations” in Towards a 
normative theory of international relations: a critical analysis of the philosophical and methodological assumptions in the 
discipline with proposals towards a substantive normative theory. pp.9-37.  
 
May. 11th  
Slides: Normative Theory in IR (continued) 
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Required Readings:  
 
May. 13th 
Slides: Normative Theory in IR (continued)  
Required Readings: 
 
The quiz is only available in May. 13th 5:00 p.m. ~ May. 15th 11:59 p.m. 
 
Week 16.  
 

Assignment due: Analysis paper (Due date: May. 20th Fri. 11:59 p.m.) 
 

Have an AWESOME summer despite all the challenges! You deserve it! 
But still, please be safe! 

 
 
 

 


